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later he was to carry into execution. They showed
unusual maturity and a remarkable boldness of con-
ception in a young man who for the first time found
himself in political office. Most men thus situated
are quite content to adopt the traditions of their
predecessors, but Richelieu had already clearly in
his mind the r61e which he intended France should
play in the affairs of Germany and of Europe. The
Queen-mother was friendly to Spain, and it had
been the chief object of her policy to ally the two
kingdoms by the marriages of her children; by the
Spanish, Richelieu was regarded as a trusty friend,
and yet the young minister had already resolved
that so far as in him lay France should be, not an
adjunct of Spain, but the paramount power of
Europe. M It is a calumny," he wrote Schomberg,
" to say that we are so much under the influence of
Spain or Rome that we should embrace the inter-
ests of either to our own prejudice or that of our
ancient alliances, . * , We do not desire the
advancement of Spain/1           v

Nor was he leas clear In outlining his policy toward
those of the reformed faith, in which he diverged
widely from the principles accepted at Rome and
Madrid, ** The different faiths which prevail among
us do not render us different states,** he wrote.
" We arc united under 4 prince in whose service no
Catholic is so blind as to estimate a Spaniard better
than a French Huguenot" And the future cardinal
traced in no uncertain lines his future policy, that
Huguenots who were loyal to the King should re-
ceive the same favour as Catholics j that France,her favourite.omshop sought t.o better theore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
